
DATE

August 8, 2010

SERMON BY

Pastor Jim Dunn
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TEXT  
Luke 12:22-34

 22And he said to his disciples,  "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put 
on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value 
are you than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add a 
single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a 
thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, 
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the 
grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do 
not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 
30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things 
will be added to you.
 32"Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide 
yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the 
heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
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In the film, Lord of War, actor Nicholas Cage plays an arms 
smuggler.  He supplies what dictators and insurgent groups 
need for war: automatic weapons, tanks, helicopters, and 
munitions.  He knows what kind of people he’s dealing with 
and the horrible things they do.  He’s just plain afraid of one 
of the dictators he supplies.  

But even when his wife discovers what he’s doing and 
confronts him, he’s resistant.  She tells him he has to stop.  
They’re already rich, so they don’t need the money. “But it’s 
not about the money,” he says. “Well, what is it about, then?” 
she asks.  He’s good at, he says.  He likes how being a 

successful arms smuggler makes him feel.  He enjoys being able 
to evade the police, smuggle the goods, and close a deal.  He’s good at it. 
He likes it.  He enjoys it.

Nicholas Cage’s character makes for a good study of what treasure is. 
When we hear the words,  “Where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also”,  we think Jesus is talking about money.   Well, treasure is money, 
and Jesus is talking about that.  But is that all He’s talking about in these 
words? 

As Nicholas Cage says in the movie, “But it’s not about the money.” 
Indeed, this arms smuggler has more than money invested in his work. He 
has invested himself.  His whole sense of fulfillment, his whole sense of 
identity is tied up in arms smuggling.  He’s poured his self into it, and his 
heart has naturally followed.  That his heart is now in arms smuggling 
becomes more and more clear throughout the film, as he continues to 
smuggle arms after his brother dies, after his parents disown him, and 
even after his wife leaves him. 

For where your treasure is, where your self is, there will your heart be 
also. 

So, when Jesus commands us to Seek His kingdom, He’s talking about 
more than just investing our money in what He is doing.  He’s 
commanding us to invest ourselves in what He is doing.  Our whole sense 
of fulfillment, our whole sense of identity, our very presence is to be tied 
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in to what the Lord is doing to proclaim to this community that 
there is life through faith in Jesus Christ.  We are to let His 
work our pleasure be. For if our self is in it, then our heart 
will be in it, too. 

But that’s the scary part, isn’t it? The part about whether our 
heart is still in it.  

Sometimes it’s difficult to keep pouring yourself into 
something when you’re not sure where it’s all heading. Seek 
His kingdom means that the Lord is out ahead of us, doing His 
work.  And we’re trying to keep up with Him.  But, as we look 

up ahead and see what He’s doing, we’re not sure we can keep 
up. We’re not sure we can do what He’s doing.  He’s talking to people 
about faith and eternity.  He’s inviting people to worship.  He’s praying for 
a couple of hours at a time.  He’s seeking the lost and the straying.  He’s 
teaching the Bible and inviting people over to His house.  Do we have 
what it takes to do any one of those things? Do we have enough: spiritual 
gifts, energy, love, health, time? A scary thought.

Jesus spoke a great deal about the scary part. In regard to us seeking His 
kingdom He uses words like anxious, worried, fear no fewer than five 
times. He’s talking about our fear of not having enough: Our fear that we 
don’t have enough of what it takes to keep pouring ourselves into what 
He’s doing here and now, so that our heart can still be in it.  He’s talking 
about our irrational fear.  

For, if the Lord provides everything that ravens need, scavenger birds that 
are so worthless they can’t even be eaten, then won’t He provide 
everything we need to keep pouring ourselves into His work?  And if the 
Lord provides everything that lilies need, wildflowers that bloom one day 
and are withered up the next, then won’t He provide everything we need 
to keep pouring ourselves into what He is doing here and now? 

But we’re not sure we believe that, because our fear is irrational.  Like 
when people were afraid of Black Bart. From 1875 to 1883, the man 
known as Black Bart robbed 29 stagecoaches.  Without firing a single 
shot.  An ominous hood hid his face.  No victim ever saw him. No artist 
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ever sketched his features. He never fired a shot or took a single 
hostage. He didn’t have to. His reputation alone was enough 
to paralyze people with fear. 

But, when the authorities finally tracked him down, they 
didn’t find a bloodthirsty bandit from Death Valley. They found 
instead that Black Bart was a mild- mannered pharmacist 
from Decatur, Illinois who was so afraid of horses he rode to 
his robberies in a buggy.  And he never fired a shot, because he 
never once loaded his weapon.  Their fear of Black Bart was 
irrational, founded on nothing.  

So is our fear that we’ll not have enough of what it takes to 
keep pouring ourselves into the Lord’s work.

That’s why Jesus teaches us to pray, Give us this day our daily bread. In 
that part of the Lord’s Prayer, we ask the Lord to take away our irrational 
fear of not having enough. We are in effect saying, Give us today, Lord, the 
bread that does not run out. Help us believe that it won’t run out. 

Take away our irrational fear of not having enough. This He does by 
reminding us of His promise. Thine is the kingdom forever and ever. 
Forever will the Lord’s work continue. It cannot be robbed. It cannot go 
bankrupt. It cannot ever run out. This is the same work He gives to us 
when He says, Fear not little flock, for it is your father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. The Lord gives this work to us. 

When we become afraid that we don’t have what it takes to pour 
ourselves into His work, He promises that He is including us in what He 
is doing right now, just as He promises to include us in what He will be 
doing in the life of the world to come. He is including us in what He is 
doing right now. So then, He is providing what we need to do the work 
alongside Him. 

For His heart is like ours in this way:  Where His treasure is, there will His 
heart be also. The Lord sent His very heart down to earth. He sent His 
Son to earth, to become a man, with a beating heart. And upon a cross for 
all of our irrational fears, the Lord allowed that beating heart to slow its 
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beating until no doctor, no stethoscope could have found it. Jesus, 
the very heart of God, in His death and in His rising, reveals 
that we are what the Lord treasures. We are His Nicholas 
Cage kind of treasure. We are what the Lord enjoys with all 
His heart. 

As we seek His kingdom, as we look up ahead to what Jesus 
is doing and worry whether we can keep going and do 
anything that Jesus does, His proof that we are His treasure 
prompts us to pray, Give us this day our daily bread. Then, the 
Lord takes away our irrational fear by promising that He 
provides us everything we need to keep pouring ourselves into 
His work.  And our heart will be in it.

Amen
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